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We are creatures of habit.  Church is no exception, especially when it comes to where 
people sit.  Most people find their way to the same pew on Sunday mornings.  
About a dozen years ago, a group of four women sat together in the third pew 

from the front on the east side of the building – Bea Eaton, Jimmy Nygaard, Louise Carr and 
Barbara Cochran.  Not surprisingly they all lived in the same neighborhood off of Hartford 
Street.  They often picked each other up on Sunday morning and then enjoyed lunch together 
following worship.  
I miss them.  They kept me company because they loved sitting near the front when not many 
others do.  They also loved each other’s company and they all loved this church, but Barbara 
chose to express that love with a gift that would keep on giving.  When Barbara died, the 
bequest that she gave to the church not only went into our general endowment – a portion of it 
was committed to a special fund reserved for Mission and Outreach.
Over the years since 2006, money from that fund has allowed us to launch our outreach 
to homeless families through Family Promise Metrowest.  It helped us cover the costs of 
equipment and materials beyond ongoing operating expenses for that program to get us started 
and to keep us going.
In 2018, after nine years of tight quarters sharing space at Common Street Spiritual Center, 
the Day Center for Family Promise Metrowest finally moved into its own building just around 
the corner from us on Mulligan Street.  The community response to their capital campaign to 
purchase and renovate the building was generous, but it was still necessary for them to carry a 
mortgage to close the gap between the funds they raised and the cost that remained.  
At their Open House this fall, several Outreach members heard Family Promise Director Sue 
Crossley talk about the goal of paying off the mortgage.  No mortgage would allow Family 
Promise to serve 20 more families in the new LIFE program, which intervenes before eviction 
to prevent homelessness.  Not only is the LIFE program cost-effective; more importantly, it 
mitigates the trauma that families experience when they lose their homes.
Stopping homelessness before it starts seemed like a brilliant use for funds that had allowed 
us to launch our involvement with Family Promise in the first place.  The Outreach Team 
decided to give a $10,000 grant from the Mission and Outreach Fund to help Family Promise 
pay off their mortgage.  With this gift and many others, Family Promise is now very close to 
reaching their goal.  
Inside this Good Word, you can read a note from Sue thanking us for our generous response to 
this campaign.  On January 29th, Sue will also be a guest at our Annual Meeting to express the 
gratitude of the organization and to share the range of new opportunities that their new space 
creates for the families they serve.  
Barbara would be so pleased.  She invested her life into instilling confidence in her students 
and helping them achieve their goals.  Her gift continues the work that gave her such 
satisfaction, only now her gift is instilling confidence in parents so that they can reach out to 
make a brighter future for their families.  Even though she no longer sits in the 
third pew from the front, Barbara is still a part of the congregation.
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Our prayers surround Dale Sinesi and 
her family.  Dale’s uncle, Frederick 
Muzi died after a brief illness on 
October 19th at the age of 87.  Fred 
was a life-long philanthropist and was 
long known as the “Mayor” of Muzi 
Ford City in Needham.  Family and 

friends gathered at Carter Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Needham on October 27 to remember and 
celebrate his life.
We hold Laura Gobron and her family in our hearts and 
prayers.  Laura’s aunt, Jean Mahard died soon after 
beginning hospice care.  Jean was Barbara Hayes’ sister.  
Like her sister who sang for so many years in our choir, 
Jean was also singer along with her many other gifts, and 
Laura still has copies of some of the programs where the 
sisters performed together.
Just before Thanksgiving, our organist Tom Foster returned 
home to gather with family to remember and give thanks 
for the life of his grandmother, Patricia Andrle.  Patricia 
died on November 14th at the age of 85 in Dunkirk, NY.  
We hold Tom and his family in our hearts and prayers.
We surround Bill Ladd and his  
family with our trust that the 
tender embrace of God now 
holds his father, Robert Ladd 
who died in Augusta, ME on 
November 22nd.  He had been 
in failing health for some time 
after a long and full life 
focused on education.  Family 
and friends will gather for a 
service to remember and 
celebrate his life this summer 
at the camp that was one of his favorite spots.

We welcomed Declan Gerry Garreau to the world on 
November 3rd.  He weighed 7 lbs., 11 oz. The proud 
parents are Beth and Kenny Garreau.  Note Declan’s 
excellent taste in the species of his stuffed “lovey.”  
Beginning life right with a sloth!

On November 18th, we celebrated the baptism of Aria 
Grace Elaine Eivers.  Aria is the daughter of Nickeisha 
and Juston Eivers and sister of Ahmad 
and Aiden Eivers and Amoya Thomas.   
Celebrating with the Eivers’ family 
were her godparents, Andrew and Anna 
Berg.  Following baptism, Aria went 
right to work taking on the role of Baby 
Jesus in both our Christmas pageant, An 
Unexpected Christmas and the Living 
Creche.  A star is born!  
On Thanksgiving Sunday, November 18th we had nine 
wonderful reasons to be grateful as a congregation when 
nine new members joined our community of faith. Juston 
and Nickeisha Eivers, John and Chris Gentry, John Brown, 
Faye Rogers Baron, Jessamyn Martin, Catherine Utley and 
Michelle Mattera.

We celebrate with Sue and Steve 
Mascioli who welcomed a new 
granddaughter into the world on 
December 15th.  Mairead Rosalie 
Mascioli, was born at 6:29 AM 
weighing 7lb 1oz, 20 in. to Matt and 
Clodagh Mascioli.  Her middle name- 
celebrates her great grandmother, 
Rosalie!  
We also remember the wonderful life of Dawn, a four-
footed care-giver who died on December 10th of aplastic 
anemia.  Dawn worked with our good friend, Mindy Hoge.  
Mindy shares these words to celebrate her life.  “Dawn, 
my golden retriever, and I were a social therapy team 
through the “Tufts Paws for People” program in which 
we started volunteering in 2013. She and I visited patients 

(children and adults) in a hospital 
and did work at a juvenile hall 
and at a program called Wayside 
Youth and Family Services, visiting 
these facilities on the weekends 
or during the summer. During the 
school year, I would take Dawn 
to school with me and we would 
visit specific programs during my 
free periods, one of which was the 

Tree of Life
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Bridge Program – a program that helps students transition 
back to regular school after having spent a significant 
amount of time away, usually due to emotional reasons.  
In another program, Dawn worked with a young female 
student who was non-verbal and in a wheelchair but who 
would become animated as Dawn would retrieve objects 
for her after they were gently tossed. These last two years 
she has been a member with me of the Evolutions Program 
(a project-based learning program at our high school with 
about 40 students), coming to work with me twice a week.
Over the years, Dawn became part of the fabric of the 
Wellesley High School Community. The faculty and staff 
and students adored her and the days when she was in 
school became known as “Dawn 
Days.”  Even students whom 
I didn’t know knew Dawn. A 
student would catch us in the 
hallway and it wasn’t uncommon 
to hear, “Dawn, you just made 
my day!” Her too-short 8 year 
life was one of beautiful purpose 
– touching many, many lives and 
hearts with grace and love.

On November 8th, a wildfire began outside of Paradise, 
CA and before it was contained our good friends, Bob 
Johnson and Georgeanne Bennett were forced to 
evacuate and ultimately lost their home.  On the Sunday 
following their evacuation when we gathered for worship 
we were joined by their daughter Molly who selected a 
prayer shawl for them and we gathered around Molly at 
our morning prayer to add our blessings as a congregation 
to surround Bob and Georgeanne with our prayers in CA.  
Recently, Georgeanne posted this update on Facebook. 
“Well, it has been quite a month! We have been so blessed 
every step of the way, from my church, First Christian 
Church of Chico, who welcomed us with open arms so we 
had an actual destination as we made our way down through 
the smoke and fire on November 8th to the congregants/
friends who opened up their 25’ trailer to us for the past two 
weeks. We were truly, “feather[s] on the breath of God”, 
drifting from one welcome to the next, and we still are.

We bought a lovely house; more house than we needed 
or thought we wanted, but oh well, and it will be ready 
for us sometime in late summer. Meanwhile, we are off 
to the Sacramento area to a long-stay hotel for a couple 
of weeks then into an unused condo that belongs to other 
wonderful friends. Our insurance money, over which we 
have been agonizing, came through yesterday. SO relieved; 
they weren’t willing to distribute until the adjuster could 
actually SEE our old place, but our area hasn’t been 
opened up yet, so I guess the insurance folks gave up. 
Plenty of fairly horrifying pictures of the ruins.
Of course Bob is still jangling at the bit to get up there and 
sift, but that’s still in the future. We’ll be back in Chico at least 
once a week for the next whenever, so we’ll be seeing friends. 
Not as much as I would like, but seeing them anyhow!

Care and Prepare
The Natick Emergency Preparedness Team is 
continuing to offer a voluntary call system designed 
to ensure for the health and safety of Natick residents 
during a weather-related or other town emergency. The 
purpose of the call is to provide you with up-to-date 
information; make sure that you are safe; have adequate 
resources to stay at home for the duration of the event 
and to respond to if you report an emergency situation. 
Those participating in the program will receive either a 
prerecorded message or personal telephone call to check 
on your well-being. If the call is not answered we will 
continue to call until we reach you. If necessary, we will 
travel to your home to check on your safety.
If you live alone, have medical conditions that limit 
your mobility or if you or someone in your home relies 
on medical equipment that requires electricity, we 
encourage you to participate. For those who do use 
medical equipment needing electricity, please provide 
EVERSOURCE with this important information. They 
will add a life support code to your account and provide 
additional notifications and recommendations prior to a 
potential power outage.
The Care and Prepare program is free. All you have 
to do is complete the Care and Prepare Program 
application form which is available on the Town of 
Natick website (http://natickma.gov/1251/Care-and-
Prepare) and at the Community Senior Center. The 
information you provide will remain confidential. If you 
are already enrolled in Care and Prepare you don’t have 
to do anything, but please report any changes, such as 
your medical needs, contact information or emergency 
contact to Debbie Budd or Teri Checket.  If you have 
any questions or would like assistance in completing the 
application, please give us a call at 508-647-6540.
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Lunch Bunch 
Friday, January 18th and February 15th 
beginning at 12:30 PM
We are putting our chips down on January 18th and 
February 15th and hoping that the weather patterns that 
come barreling in across the continent will somehow 
manage to skip those dates and snowstorms will not 
interfere with our winter Lunch Bunch plans. 
Winter is long and it can feel like forever that you have 
been indoors once cabin fever sets in.  Lunch Bunch is the 
perfect cure to cabin fever.  Here’s hoping we picked the 
right dates to warm up in the company of great people and 
good conversation.  
Everybody is welcome at “Lunch Bunch!”  Just bring 
along a brown bag lunch, but leave some space for treats 
because there are always some tasty goodies to share.  
Even if you can’t linger, stop by and say hello.  If you need 
transportation, contact the church office and we would be 
glad to arrange to pick you up (508-653-0971 or admin@
firstchurchnatick.org).

A Big Thank You to our Terrific 
Poinsettia “Elves”!
A wonderful team of people brought a little bit of 
Christmas cheer to those in our congregation who are 
shut-in at this time of the year.  Following worship on 
December 16th, beautiful poinsettias donated by members 
and friends were delivered, along with holiday greetings to 
those homebound members and friends who find it hard to 
worship with us.  Thanks to Tim Porter, the McCormacks, 
Mikal Rosendahl, Sue Mascioli, Bob and Jean Sniffin, 
Amy Foley, Janice Gilkes, Pam Weagraff, Sarallyn Keller, 
and Kristine Weddle.
And special thanks to Myrna Bartlett, Deb Evers and Linda 
MacFarlane for collecting donations and dedications, and 
to Myrna Bartlett, who also personalized and decorated 
cards to accompany each plant!

Holiday Card Success!
Thanks to the creative genius of Kelly McCormack, we 
were able to turn our holiday letters and cards into support 
for some of our undocumented neighbors as they cope 
with legal challenges and changes through our partners at 
Framingham Companeros.  And thanks to the generosity 
of many in our congregation we were also able to purchase 
gift cards at Target and Stop and Shop to give those 
families an extra boost during the holiday season.  The 
total raised by these two projects was $920!

	
New Bible Study Resource: 
“The Challenge of Paul”
Sunday mornings at 9 AM on January 20 and 
27 and February 3 and 10
with Jonathan Guest
We have had a change of plans!  We are putting our series 
on the “Prophets and Contemporary Culture” on hold 
until the fall of 2019,  and shifting to a new series that we 
were invited to test-run produced by Faith and Reason.  
Faith and Reason has its mission to promote critical 
thinking about historical and traditional Christianity and its 
relationship with other religious traditions and to inspire 
individuals to recognize the injustices in society and to 
work for social and economic change.  This new series, 
the “Challenge of Paul” features the scholar John Dominic 
Crossan, who brings to life the context from which the 
apostle Paul’s message emerged.  While traveling through 
Turkey and exploring Roman ruins there, Crossan brings 
us images of Roman inscriptions from Roman ruins in 
Turkey that list titles of Caesar in the first century: “Son 
of God, Divine, Lord, Savior of the World.”  Titles that 
we associate with Jesus were already in play in the culture 
before he appeared on the scene. This convergence is 
where Crossan begins his study of Paul with a challenge to 
the Roman Empire. 
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Mental Health Series
Beyond the Shadows of Psychiatric Stigma, 
Prejudice and Discrimination
Wednesday, January 23rd at 7 PM
A critical barrier to seeking treatment for mental health 
challenges in our culture is the level of stigma so often 
attached to it.  In January our mental health series will 
focus on this issue when we are joined by Dori Hutchinson 
who is an Associate Clinical Professor at Sargent 
College of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences at Boston 
University.
Dr. Hutchinson will focus on the mystery and realities of 
recovery from serious mental health conditions.  Through 
the voices of people in recovery and their photos, she will 
seek to raise awareness of our own biases and prejudices 
about mental health conditions and the people who live 
with these challenges.  Her hope is to empower us to 
embrace, support and advocate for all those we love and 
know who live with mental health conditions.

Dori S. Hutchinson, 
Sc.D. has worked at the 
Center for Psychiatric 
Rehabilitation at Boston 
University since 1984.  Dr. 
Hutchinson sits on several 
community mental health 
center advisory boards both 
locally in Massachusetts 
and nationally. Dr. 
Hutchinson was the 
2000 recipient of the 
International Association 
of Psychosocial 

Rehabilitation Services Association’s (IAPSRS) Early 
Career Research Award for her contributions on health 
issues for persons with serious psychiatric disabilities 
and the 2010 Armin Loeb recipient for her work in 
health promotion and recovery education for the United 
States Psychiatric Rehabilitation Association.  Dr. 
Hutchinson has developed and implemented recovery-
oriented service initiatives that assist people who have 
mental illness assume their rightful roles as students, 
employees, residents and members of their communities.  
She provides training nationally to organizations 
and providers who wish to deliver recovery-oriented 
services and conduct relevant program evaluations.  Dr. 
Hutchinson has worked more recently in developing 
mental health promotion services on campuses that 
assist students with serious mental illnesses to succeed 
in all domains of their lives as college students, as well 
as college suicide prevention programming that creates 
caring academic communities.

“I am Jane Doe”
Sunday, January 13 @7pm
This intense documentary follows real cases of American girls 
enslaved in the child sex trade through ads in a newspaper’s 
online classified section.  If you’ve ever been a teenage girl, 
know any teenage girls, or have a daughter who will become 
a teenage girl (so, basically everyone), this wrenching film 
is going to leave you fighting mad.  The subject at hand is 
the sexual exploitation of children, specifically thousands 
of underage girls, often runaways, who have been tricked or 
manipulated into becoming prostitutes.

Coffeehour hosts urgently 
needed for our new season 
together!
Coffee hour is a wonderful time in the week to connect 
and it is a great way for newcomers to get acquainted with 
our congregation. But we can’t make it happen each week 
without YOU!
All you have to do is roll out the cart full of supplies of 
non-perishable snack and gluten-free snacks from the 
kitchen to set up. The coffee is ready to pour into pitchers. 
Juice and creamer are in the fridge. You can leave worship 
on the last hymn and have plenty of time to set things up 
on the table. Of course, you are always welcome to bring 
special goodies to share, but the most important thing you 
have to share is your time and your smile. Set up, serve, 
clean up, and in an hour you will be back on the road and 
made some new friends in the process. 
Available upcoming dates include all of the Sundays in 
2019! 
You can sign up in one of three ways: 
• During Coffeehour: Look for the familiar signup 

clipboard on the coffeehour table. 
• Online at FirstChurchNatick.org. 
• Contact the church office (admin@firstchurchnatick.

org; 508-653-0971).
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Thanksgiving pies for the 
Natick Service Council 
Thanks to all who donated a Thanksgiving pie to the Natick 
Service Council and to the amazing team of WV Workcamper 
bakers.  On Sunday the church kitchen smelled delicious 
and every surface was covered with pumpkin, apple and 
pecan pies to be donated to the Natick Service Council. First 
thing on Monday morning, the pies were transported over 
to “mission control” at the Natick Service Council.  Then 
on Tuesday, the bakers were at it again,l cooking up more 
pumpkin, apple and pecan pies for personal orders – over 100 
pies in two bakings!  It was a good bake!
During the holidays, the Natick Service Council reaches 
out to provide more than just the essentials. This year 
the Natick Service Council distributed more than 240 
Thanksgiving baskets to local families in need – and 86 of 
those baskets had one of our WV pies!  Thank you for your 
generosity! 

Annual Meeting Celebration
January 27 following worship

2018 was chock full 
of good things at First 
Church Natick, and we 
definitely have many 
reasons to celebrate 
2019! 
Following a special 
worship service on 

January 27th, we will gather in the vestry to celebrate 
another year in the life of First Church, with friends and 
food, with stories and laughter and with great gratitude as 
we remember 2018 and look ahead to the challenges and 
opportunities that await us in 2019.
We hope you will be there to be a part of the festivities.   
Following worship, our amazing youth groups will cater a 
scrumptious winter luncheon designed to chase the chills 
away.  
The suggested donation is $7/plate with a $25 family 
maximum.  Proceeds benefit the Youth Pilgrimage 
Fund.  Sign up in the vestry to make your reservation 
or contact the church office (508-653-0971 or admin@
firstchurchnatick.org).
The Annual Meeting will receive reports from staff and 
coordinators, as well as financial reports, the nominating 
report and the recommended budget for 2019.  We will be 
joined by Sue Crossley of Family Promise Metrowest to 
recognize our recent gift to their capital campaign and to 
share the exciting new initiatives that their new day center 
on Mulligan Street makes possible. We will also hear 
from our building team about upcoming projects and from 
the task team that has been exploring a capital campaign 
as we move toward a feasibility study in the spring to 
address critical building envelope issues, as well as energy 
efficiency upgrades and interior improvements.  We will 
also pause to remember those whose lives came to a close 
in 2018 and give thanks for their gifts.
Childcare will be available for the meeting.  As always, 
everyone is invited to attend and participate in the 
luncheon and meeting.  The discussion is open to members 
and non-members alike, though only members may 
participate in formal votes.  If you aren’t yet a member 
and would like to be, talk with Vicky because we will be 
welcoming new members again during worship on January 
27th!
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Hayes Parlor Bible Study 
January 3rd @ 2 PM
Our Fall Bible Study has taken us down the back streets of 
ancient Corinth to eavesdrop on arguments about a variety 
of issues from what to eat to whether to get married.  This 
month we move to a passage from the letter to the young 
house churches in Corinth with which almost everyone 
is familiar because it is so frequently read at marriage 
ceremonies.  It’s about love, but it turns out it is not really 
about weddings.  Come and explore what was going on 
when Paul wrote down those words as we continue our 
“Listen Up” Stillspeaking Bible Study on the letter of Paul 
that we call I Corinthians.
We meet in the church parlor on the second floor. on the 
first Thursday of the month.  No preparation is required.  
We will have all the materials on hand and can get you 
up to speed lickety-split if you have to miss a session.  If 
you need transportation to Riverbend, contact the church 
office and we will arrange to pick you up (508-653-0971 
or admin@firstchurchnatick.org).

Environmental Action Sunday: 
Getting to Know Electric 
Vehicles
Sunday, January 13 @noon
Come hear an overview of how electric vehicles and 
plug-in hybrids work; what features they offer; cost 
comparisons of popular brands; learn about state and 
federal incentives to lower costs; and take a look at some 
models.  Warning – you may come away wanting one of 
your own!  A light lunch will be provided.

Family Movie Night
Friday, January 25 @6:30pm
The family film Ratatouille touches on themes of striving 
for goals, friendship, cultural diversity and coping with 
hardships.  Enjoy this family friendly film on our giant 
screen along with popcorn and other treats!

Family Communication Skills 
Workshop
On January 8th, 7:00-8:30 PM at the Natick Service 
Council (2 Webster Street), a powerful, free workshop 
series will be offered to assist parents and caregivers 
in learning how to change family dynamics and work 
toward reducing or eliminating problematic substance use 
within their household. Facilitated by Natick parents who 
have lived the process of loving a child who experiences 
substance use disorder, topics covered include: Helping 
through Understanding; Self-Care; Understanding 
Substance Use; Strategies for Communication; 
Strengthening Healthy Alternatives; and Limit Setting. 
Interested in participating?  Contact Kathie Fair Chandley 
at 508-655-1791 or kfair@natickservicecouncil.org. The 
group is sponsored by the Partnership for Drug-Free Kids, 
Natick Service Council, Natick Opioid Task Force and is 
offered at no cost to participants through generous funding 
from the Rotary Chapter of Natick.

Screening of NOVA “Addiction” 
documentary and panel 
discussion
On Monday, January 14th, 6:30-8:30 PM in the Lebowitz 
Room at the Morse Institute Library, the Natick Opioid 
Task Force will host a screening of the NOVA special 
Addiction, widely lauded for its depiction of substance 
use disorder and overview of the current scientific 
understandings of addiction. The film will run for 
one hour and be followed by a panel discussion with 
physicians and treatment providers from Newton Wellesley 
Hospital, MetroWest Medical Center, and The Wellness 
Collaborative of Natick. There will also be resources 
and naloxone (Narcan) training available after the panel 
discussion for those who would like to be prepared to 
respond to an opioid overdose. Questions? Contact Katie 
Sugarman at csugarman@natickma.org or 508-647-6623. 

https://www.facebook.com/First-
Congregational-Church-of-Natick-UCC- 
144700452240741/
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Happy Holidays!
The Front Porch at First Church Natick was a busy place this holiday season 
with our treelighting festivities and Victorian Christmas celebrations.  But 
we also welcomed folks indoors to a Victorian Christmas Card workshop and 
invited them to a special program at the Natick Historical Society on Victorian 
cornucopia.  We went around the corner to carol at the train station and the 
biggest group of carols ever filled the dining room at Riverbend to carol to 
Alva and her neighbors in our crazy Santa hats and holiday sweaters.  For the 
big finish, Lane McDonough Productions turned the annual Christmas pageant 
into a multi-media event.  You can experience some of the joy of Victorian 
Christmas and our children’s Christmas pageant at http://firstchurchnatick.org/
content/sermons-and-services.
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Lighting the first candle of Advent was John Brown. John 
wrote, “I came to the Natick Church on Ash Wednesday 
because my friend Pat wanted ashes.  
She wanted to partake in communion 
so I walked her to the front and I 
stepped back because I was gay and 
didn’t want to upset anybody.  The 
pastor at the time came and introduced himself to me and 
shared with me that he was gay. I will forever be grateful for 
the friendship and for inviting me to receive communion for 
the first time in a long time.  I am humbled by the friendship 
and love that FCC Natick has given me.”

Advent is a time of waiting and preparation.  It is also a time when the Christian year begins 
again.  To mark our new beginning, the lighting of the candles in the Advent wreath was led 
during this season by those who are marking their own new beginnings.

The second candle of Advent was lighted by Jessamyn 
and Jasper Martin. Jessamyn wrote, "2018 marked the 
beginning of my husband’s and my greatest adventure yet as 
we embarked into the joy of parenthood after the birth of our 
son Jasper this June. Over the past year this congregation has 
welcomed first me and then my son into their community 
with an unhesitating acceptance and kindness that I 
recognized keenly from the church community I was last a 
part of.  Joining FCC this Thanksgiving alongside my dear 
friend Faye was meaningful beyond measure and I am so 
happy to be a part of this vibrant community which is so 
intently focussed on living God’s word."

Abby Robbins and Jeff Fuhrer lit the third Advent candle. 
Jeff wrote, "As we light the Advent candle this Sunday, 
Abby and I will reflect on the blessings of the past year. 
2018 certainly brought new beginnings for both of us. While 
I transitioned to a new stage in my career, Abby dove into 
another year of law school. We welcomed Jane, my second 
niece, into the family. And a furry little friend of ours 
graduated from temporary guest to permanent resident. 
But the new beginnings that will bring us the most joy lie 
ahead of us. In 2019, Abby and I will begin the lifelong 
journey of marriage! We are both so excited - not just to 
celebrate our newfound commitment to each other – but also 
to see the coming-together of two families, growing through 
our bond in both size and in love. So as we celebrate the gifts 
of the past year, we also look forward to what gifts the next 
year will bring."

Advent Candlelighters 2018
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Becca and Alex Guest lit the fourth candle of Advent. 
Alex wrote of 2018, “This year’s new beginnings included graduating from the University of Washington with a 
Master’s in Education for Science Education. My family and I headed to the Oregon coast in July to celebrate! Following 

graduation, I began work as a staff instructor at IslandWood, 
a residential environmental education center on Bainbridge 
Island, WA serving 4th-6th grade youth from around the 
Puget Sound region. In other exciting news, Earth Day 
brought the installation of 10,000 honeybees and after a 
summer of taking care of and inventorying the hive, they 
shared 132 ounces of honey with us!” 

And Becca wrote, “After working in environmental 
education for five years, in 2018 I transitioned to working 
in educational advocacy with youth who are currently 
experiencing, or have experienced foster care. Making these 
young people’s goals and aspirations a reality is my focus, 
and though the work can be daunting given some of the 

challenges these youth face, bearing witness to their resilience is the greatest joy in this work. During this professional 
transition, I also was able to travel for the first time in a long time - to Costa Rica (for the sloths, of course!), to the 
Oregon Coast, and finally to Copenhagen, Denmark (with stops in Sweden and Iceland) with my fiancé, Meaghan and 
my long-time best friend, Maddy.  Getting to be in these new places with the people I love most in the world will be the 
lasting impression of a busy year.”  

Lighting the Christ Candle of Christmas eve were Catherine 
and Ethan Van Ness. They write, “Just as Advent is a time 
of waiting and preparation for the new beginning that is 
Christmas, we have marked several new beginnings over 
the course of the last year. After meeting at Walnut Hill and 
graduating in this church, we got married just over a year 
ago and this summer bought our first home together. While 
we now live in Washington, D.C. where we work to advance 
the ideals that Christ embodied in life, a large part of our 
story begins and will always be here. We are grateful for this 
opportunity to share this joyous season with you all in the 
place that brought us together and look forward to many more 
happy years to come.”

≠≠
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BOSTON OLOC
(Old Lesbians Organizing For 
Change)
Sunday, January 6, 2:00 - 4:00 pm

Protect Our Future!
Need to Know: A Medical/Legal Perspective

Physician Elizabeth Kass and Attorney Michelle La Pointe 
will discuss…..

Wills
Health Care Proxies
Power of Attorney

Senior Living Contracts
Long-Term Care Eligibility, and
BRING YOUR QUESTIONS!

 
* * * * * * * *

UPCOMING PROGRAM: 
February 3, 2:00 – 4:00 pm

Feminism is a Plural: The Many Faces of the American 
Women’s Movement

* * * * * * * *
 

Brookline Senior Center, 93 Winchester St. Brookline. 
Green Line C, street parking. For directions: www.

brooklineseniorcenter.org
And join us for an early dinner afterwards at Lemon Grass, 

239 Harvard St. in Brookline (near Coolidge Corner and 
Harvard St. (street parking).

We welcome our younger generations to be part of our 
Boston OLOC audience.

Pub Theology     
January 30, 2019 @ 7pm
Morse Tavern
Join us for the 
January edition of Pub 
Theology when we will 
explore our personal 
biographies through 
the lens of Race.  If 
you were writing your 
biography, what race would the majority of the characters 
be during the different phases of your life?  What was/
is the racial composition of your street, neighborhood, 
town?  How has race shaped your story?  These and other 
questions will provide an evening of interesting dialogue.
Join us for some snacks and a cold beverage.  The cost is 
$10 to cover your libations and munchies.  Please sign-up 
in the vestry or contact the church office to reserve your 
seat (508-653-0971) or admin@firstchurchnatick.org.

Restorative Justice
Wednesday, January 9 and 16 @7pm
How should our society respond to wrongdoing?  Our 
Justice System seems to be broken.  How can we better 
foster understanding and promote peace?  How can we 
better nurture healing and mend brokenness?  What would 
it look like if families and communities could support 
those who have done harm to take responsibility and be 
directly accountable to the self-identified needs of the 
folks they have harmed?  We will explore how we can 
apply Micah’s exhortation to act justly, love kindness and 
walk humbly with God.

A Thank You from Family 
Promise
Dear Vicky and all at FCC,
On behalf of Family Promise Metrowest and the people 
we serve I want to thank you for FCC’s contribution of 
$10,000.00 to our Capital Campaign: A Place to Call 
Home.
The idea for a new Day Center was initially discussed in 
2015. Recognizing the need for more privacy and space, 
we thoughtfully researched options that included renting 
and purchasing property. During those initial meetings, I 
never envisioined a property that would be so perfect for 
our staff and the families we serve. For those of you who 
have not yet visited, we remain in downtown Natick, but 
our space has increased from approximately 1,600 to over 
4,500 square feet. Our families return to a Day Center 
that feels like home; more space to relax, quiet rooms for 
studying and job searches, play areas for children and an 
increase from one to three showers! In addition, our staff 
has more space to thoughtfully do their jobs and better 
serve our families.
Our new day center is also home to our volunteers and 
congregations, all of you who are the foundation of 
everything we do here at Family Promise. Without you, 
we simply wouldn’t have a shelter and a home for our 
families. you have been with us from the beginning and 
we are so grateful to everyone at FCC for the compassion, 
support and commitment to making a better life for the 
families we serve. Our new day center is a result of all we 
have accomplished together.
I look forward to attending your annual meeting in 
January, but in the interim, I share my sincere gratitude 
and wish you all a joyful holiday season.

Sincerely,
Sue Crossley, Executive Director
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We have so much to celebrate! The response in December 
to our Stewardship campaign was very positive.  The 
current number of pledges for 2019 now stands at 92 for 
a total of $278,382.00. Of those pledges, 14 were new 
commitments and 41 were able to increase their pledge for 
2019.
Your support makes it possible for First Church to remain 
a witness to the extravagant welcome of God in the center 
of Natick for years to come.  So much is going on in our 
world right now that demands our witness and our vision.  
We want to be part of creating an inclusive, safe and 
supportive community for people all ages, backgrounds 
and abilities. 
If you have not yet made a pledge for 2019, there is still 
time to have your pledge included in the update that will 
be presented to Annual Meeting at the end of January.  
Any amount makes difference.  Perhaps what you can 
commit right now is a dollar a week.  Your $52 might be 
that extra bump that buys a new resource for the children’s 
classrooms or that reaches out to touch lives through 
Family Promise or the Natick Food Pantry.  Every little bit 
counts.   
You can find the stewardship brochure and a pledge card 
at any entry or you can give us a call (508-653-0971) and 
we will pop a card in the mail to you.  Mail your pledge 
to the office (First Congregational Church, 2 East Central 
Street, Natick, MA 01760), or drop it in the offering 
plate any Sunday.  Or you can visit our website www.
firstchurchnatick.org and make your 2019 contribution 
online.
Your support means so much for what we can be and 
accomplish together. While all gifts are appreciated, a 
pledge allows us to budget most effectively and set our 
priorities responsibly.  Thank you for the many ways that 
you support our “Front Porch” witness in the heart of 
MetroWest!

2019 Stewardship update West Virginia Workcamp 
Kickoff Meeting
January 13, 2018 @ 12:30pm
High School age & Adults welcome
Are you curious about our annual ministry in West 
Virginia?  Would you like to hear more about what draws 
so many of our community year after year to a rural county 
in West Virginia?  
Every year on the Saturday before Fathers’ Day, a group 
of adults and young people depart from the First Church 
Natick parking lot in a caravan of vans on a journey to 
West Virginia.  We meet up with groups from Florida, 
Ohio, North Carolina and Massachusetts to repair homes 
in Cabell and Lincoln counties, to make them warm, safe 
and dry.  We have grown to respect and appreciate the 
Appalachian culture and look forward to this pilgrimage 
every year.  We would love to see this group expand to 
include folks who haven’t made this journey yet. 
Join us to learn about Cabell-Lincoln Workcamp.  You 
don’t need to make a commitment until April – come see if 
this is a ministry for you!   
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Greetings from the Preschool 
Classrooms
from Teresa Iodice, Preschool Director
Happy New Year! Wishing you happy and healthy days 
throughout 2019!
Have you ever looked through a microscope? It can make 
the veins of a leaf or the inside of a cell look huge! We see 
things better through a microscope and it can help us learn 
how things grow. 
In the same way, when creating learning environments for 
exploration, it is important for teachers to look closely at 
the way each child grows. Through careful observations, 
they tailor instruction to each child’s preferences and 
personal interests.    
At FCC Preschool, we know that a good early childhood 
program is much more than a collection of activities. 
Research clearly proves that children learn more in 
programs where there is well-planned and implemented 
learning experiences. It is based on playful exploration for 
children. It provides teachers with useful information for 
choosing activities and materials that will carry out great 
outcomes for students and challenge them.
By closely watching and shaping their classroom 
experiences, teachers can introduce their students to things 
s/he knows are likely to interest them. And, when learning 
is meaningful, it is also more likely to stick.
Learn more about our program at www.thefccpreschool.org. 

Open Enrollment for Preschool Year 2019/20
Placement in classrooms for the upcoming preschool year 
are available. Families interested in securing their child’s 
enrollment for 2019/20 should contact Teresa Iodice, 
Preschool Director, at preschool@firstchurchnatick.org or 
508-655-2171 for registration information. FCC Preschool 
Annual Scholarship Appeal
Every year our preschool supplies need-based scholarships 
to multiple families that make it possible for their children 
to attend our preschool. These children might not have 
the opportunity to attend preschool at all without this 
aid. It has been a long tradition of our church to support 
this mission. Visit our website at www.thefccpreschool.
org to learn more about our program. Thank you for your 
consideration in giving to our Scholarship Fund.
Donate online at www.firstchurchnatick.org  and click on 
the Online Giving link. You can offset the cost of a credit 
card contribution by clicking on the box provided on the 
donation page. A processing fee will be added to your 
transaction so that all your donation can go toward your 
intended purpose.
Thank you for your consideration in giving to the 
Preschool Scholarship Fund. 

Want to contribute to
First Church Natick

from your mobile device?
Just follow these instructions:

1. Go to the App Store
2. Download the “GIVE+” app
3. Launch the App
4. Enter our zip (01760)
5. Select “First Congregational Church of Natick”
6. We recommend you “Create Account”
7. Or you can give anonymously by selecting 

“Give Now”
8. Complete your donation

Thank You!

On the Courthouse Lawn:
Confronting the Legacy of 
Lynching
Sunday, January 20 @noon
If we want a more hopeful future, less burdened by bigotry 
and discrimination, it is important to confront not only our 
nation’s history but also the silence that followed in its 
wake. It is time to change the narrative and acknowledge 
the brutality and cruelty of the past, so we can move 
forward to become a healthier society.  Slavery did not 
end at the end of the Civil War, it evolved through a series 
of dehumanizing narratives including, Convict Leasing, 
to Jim Crow, to Terror Lynchings, to Racially Biased 
Criminal Justice, to Mass Incarceration.  If we want to end 
this cycle of bigotry and discrimination, we need to enter 
into a process of truth telling and reconciliation.
Sarallyn Keller will recount her visit to the Legacy 
Museum and National Memorial for Peace and Justice in 
Montgomery, Alabama.  A light lunch will be served.
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Gifts that Keep on Giving ~ Christmas Offering 2018
Thanks to you, our 2018 special Christmas Offering raised  a total of $2807 for two important organizations!  This year 
again our offering will reach out with the good news of a light that no darkness can overcome through Lazarus House 
Ministries in Lawrence and Team Rubicon.
Lazarus House provides a continuum of care encompassing, but not limited to: food, shelter, clothing, advocacy, 
education, work preparation, a listening ear, a welcoming heart and the restoration of dignity and self-respect to 
people who are poor and in dire need.  This year Lazarus House has provided 84,777 meals through their soup kitchen, 
emergency shelter, soup van and holiday food boxes as well as 32,131 nights of transitional housing. 
In addition to their ongoing work, Lazarus House has been responding to the needs of those displaced from their homes or 
whose businesses were impacted or whose employment was interrupted because the gas explosions in Lawrence, Andover 
and North Andover this fall.  Through our Christmas offering we hope to join them in their work.
Our contributions will also reach out through Team Rubicon, which has been responding to the Camp Fire in Paradise, 
CA and surrounding towns.  Team Rubicon unites the skills and experiences of military veterans with first responders to 
rapidly deploy emergency response teams.  Because the members of Team Rubicon are all volunteers, their efforts can 
defray the massive financial cost of disaster clean-up and help communities begin to recover sooner.   Team Rubicon 
for the Camp Fire is currently based in the Episcopal Church in Chico, and our good friends, Bob and Georgeanne have 
signed up to receive services from them.  Through the 2018 Christmas offering we hope to support Team Rubicon as they 
assist not only our good friends but also the many households devastated by the Camp Fire.

“Souper Bowl Sunday” is February 3rd!

“North” will meet “South” at 2 East Central Street in the heart of Natick in a rematch 
of  the “Polar Bears” and the “Penguins.”  In 2018 was the first year with these new 
teams in the mix for the coveted “Campbell Progresso Trophy.”  The “Penguins” 
began slowly but their march to victory picked up and unstoppable momentum in the 
final quarter. 
The challenge begins right now and concludes at the end of worship on Sunday, 
February 3rd.  This is your chance to come together as a team and win the Souper 
Bowl!  

The rules are straightforward:
Determine if you live north or south of Route 135!  If you live north of 135, you are a “Bear.”  If you live south of 135, 
you are a Penguin.  
Place your donation either in cash or food product in your team’s basket or soup pot in 
the front of the sanctuary any Sunday.  For each item or every dollar contributed, your 
team will earn a point. 
Or you can go on-line to make your contribution!  Visit YouGiveGoods at www.
yougivegoods.com/polarsvspenguins2019 or scan the QR Code.
At YouGiveGoods you will find a range of products that you can choose to make your 
team contribution.  YouGiveGoods delivers directly to the Natick Food Pantry at the 
conclusion of the drive!  No fuss, no bother, no need to remember to bring your stuff 
on Sunday.  You can even make your donation from your smart phone during worship!  
If the score narrows, an on-line donation might turn the tide in favor of your team!
All food donations and money raised will go to the Natick Food Pantry.  For those of 
you who are new to the game, the “Souper Bowl” has become our February tradition.  
It doesn’t matter if you are a football fan or not.  This kind of Souper Bowl makes everyone a part of a team to help our 
Natick neighbors who need a little extra help to get by.  
It’s time to huddle, plot your plays and rally to win the big game!
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Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

14th Annual Natick Community Celebration
Monday, January 21st, 10:00 AM

Wilson Middle School Auditorium

 Music by the Johnson Elementary School 
“Peacemakers with a Message” 

The West Street Jazz Band
Seven’s Not Enough

Scalestorm
The Voices of Metrowest

The Natick High Dance Team
MLK Essay Contest Prize Winners

Keynote Message from The Natick High Peer Advocates and 
Jamele Adams, Dean of Students at Brandeis University

Community “After-Party” coordinated by SPARK Kindness


