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woke up anxious on the morning of October 20, 2002. It was a Sunday morning. Five
people from our Open and Affirming Task Force were about to share with the congregation
why becoming an Open and Affirming congregation was important to them.

We had been working for months – writing articles, collecting resources for the library, showing
videos, hosting open forums, leading a study on what the Bible actually had to say about
o u t r e a c h m i n i s t e r homosexuality. We talked with other congregations that had gone through the ONA process.
Rev. Dr. John Weagraff We talked with same-sex couples who were willing to share with us what it meant to them to
find a church home in suburbia that would welcome their family. We listened to concerns from
director of spiritual vitality
& c o n g r e g a t i o n a l c a r e our members. And by October, it seemed like it was time to set the question into the context of
Sarallyn Keller worship.
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Rev. Victoria Alford Guest

administrative assistants

Yet for two of the people who would preach that morning I knew the topic was far from

Lynne Parker theoretical. It was about who they were. I thought we were ready as a congregation to hear the

message. I prayed that we were ready, but I didn’t know for sure that we were ready and that
Thomas Foster the congregation would receive their message with respect and tenderness. If I was wrong, it
was not at all clear what the next step would be for them or for our church.

Minister

of

Music

Childcare

Kelly Wong The congregation was ready, and at the conclusion of their reflections, the church erupted

in a standing ovation. It would take another year with many more meetings and forums and
Teresa Iodice conversations and numerous drafts of our statement, before First Congregational Church
in Natick was ready to covenant to “welcome people of every ability, race, culture, gender,
financial assistant
economic circumstance, gender identity and sexual orientation.” Even then, the vote was not
Michelle May
unanimous. 11 people opposed the covenant. Yet 7 of them were back in church the following
c u s t o d i a n Sunday, willing to see what our future together would bring.

preschool director

Alexander Villarejo

That vote changed our church. When marriage equality became possible in Massachusetts a
few weeks later, the Coordinating Council saw no reason to go back to the congregation to seek
approval to celebrate the weddings of same-sex couples in our sanctuary. When David Coulter
presented us with our first rainbow flag, the only question was how to hang it up. When we
c h u r c h o f f i c e installed the new sign on front lawn, we only debated where to position the rainbow so that it
2 East Central Street looked best.
Natick, MA 01760

Our decision to become Open and Affirming would have an impact far beyond our community.
People outside our church regularly told me how much it meant to drive by and see a rainbow
508-653-0971
flag on a church and know that there were people who believed that their loved ones were
f a x accepted by God for who they were. After our trans flag went up, a man I never met sought
508-647-9722 me out to tell me about the day that his adult son saw the transgender flag flying on our church
building. He found his son sitting in the car in the parking space near the flags weeping
www.FirstChurchNatick.org
because we cared enough to affirm his identity. By the end of his story we both needed tissues.
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The impact of our ONA decision in 2003 was not limited to sexual orientation or gender

admin@FirstChurchNatick.org
pastor@FirstChurchNatick.org expression and identity. It heightened our awareness of what it was like to walk in other person’s

shoes. The Open and Affirming Covenant became a part of the conversation when we opened
our doors to host homeless families through Family Promise Metrowest. It pushed us to engage
in sacred conversations on race. It created urgency about preventing gun violence and raising
awareness about the opioid epidemic. It was the bedrock beneath decision to become an
Immigrant Welcoming congregation. 				
(Continued on page 3)

Tree of Life October

The Sinesi family shares news of an
engagement. Congratulations to Jaclyn
and Drew as they begin planning for
their upcoming wedding. Jaclyn is a
Manager of Strategy and Organizational Design at Delta and Drew is a senior
consultant for KPMG. They plan to
remain in Atlanta following their
wedding with their “little man”, an Irish Setter Doodle mix.
The Robbins family also shares
good news of an engagement.
Congratulations to Lauren and
Abaseen. They are planning on
staying in Tucson where Abaseen is completing his medical
traiing and Lauren will be a
Trade Law Fellow at the
University of Arizona.
Our prayers surround Anna Hayes and
her family. Anna’s husband, Dick died
on September 13th of complications
following surgery. Family and friends
gathered at First Church to celebrate his
life on September 25th. Dick had been a
member of First Church for over 50 years.
Dick loved reading. In addition to his skill at wood carving
and leather wood, he had quite a way with words which he
developed through Toastmasters and which was greatly enjoyed in the many stories he shared with family and friends.
We hold Peter Sinesi and his family in our hearts and
prayers in this time of remembering and celebrating the
long life of his mother, Rosemary Sinesi. Family and
friends gathered in Brockton on October 5th for her burial.

We hold Dale Sinesi and her family in
our prayers. Dale’s uncle, Angelo Muzi,
died on September 22nd. Family and
friends gathered to celebrate his life on
September 30 at St. Mary’s Parish in
Chelmsford.
On September 16th, Doug and Sara Hanna’s
niece, Jen gave birth prematurely in Portland,
Maine to twin daughters, Lily Hanna Dreher
and Michelle Adan Dreher. Sadly, Michelle
only lived a few days beyond her birth, but
Lily is continuing to hold her own. Our
prayers surround Lily and her parents Jen
and Chris, and the whole family are they make their way
through this anxious time.

Congratulations to Owen Chiaruttini, Ben Clausen,
Brayden Lewis, Corbin Livak, Gabriella Sniffin, Annabelle Springer, Collin Toye and Isla van Geel who were
presented with their Third Grade Bibles. Together we
read the verse that was underlined in their new Bibles
and printed in the bulletin. For surely I know the plans
I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and
not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when
you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear
you. When you search for me, you will find me. If you
seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says
the Lord.
On Rally Day, September 8th we celebrated our wonderful 2019-20 team of childcare providers and storytellers
and greeters and youth leaders who give their time and
energy and focus to provide meaningful programs for
infants through teens. And together we made this commitment:
As we begin a new year together, we promise to share
our faith with each other – children, youth and adults
alike. We will seek to make this church a community
where all can experience the love of God. We make this
promise with God and with each other as we strive to
follow the way of Jesus Christ, our Teacher.
Making this vital ministry possible are the following
individuals:

Godly Play Leaders
Amy Appleyard
Matt Basiliere
Jayme Bastiansen
Laura Biggs
Michelle Brewer
Beth Canterbury
Christy Carriker
Lynn Carriker
Gretchen DuBois
Rick Dubois
Amy Foley
Janice Gilkes
Sarabeth Guptill
Sara Hanna

Sue Mascioli
Maureen Mann
Kelly McCormack
Matt McCormack
Rhonda Mulloy
Ken Pierce
Ric Ripley
Mikal Rosendahl
Heather Sanborn
Tracy Sivak
Bob Seiche
Pam Weagraff
Kristine Weddle
Kelly Wong

Nursery Caregivers

Youth Leaders
Alan Brazier
Chris Gentry
Mindy Hoge
Bob Seiche

Jan Abrahamsen
Robin Clausen
Pam Lathwood
Michelle Mattera
Maura Shaughnessy
Alyssa Springer
Karen Shirley
Catherine Utley

Advent Devotional Booklet

Our celebration of Rally Day also included the annual
Blessing of the Backpacks during our Time for Children.
Everyone received a pendant of a dream catcher to attach
to his or her backpack to remind them that the love of their
church community and the love of God go with them all
week long, encouraging them to catch and hold on to their
dreams.
We hold Kerri Hayes and her family in
our hearts and prayers. Kerri’s father,
John died peacefully at home surround by
his loved ones on August 11th following
a long illness. He grew up in Natick and
spent his professional life working with
animals. His exuberant smile and wealth
of stories will be dearly missed. Family
and friends gathered to celebrate his life on September 15th
at the Elks Lodge in Natick.
Our love and prayers hold Laura Gobron and her family as
they remember and celebrate the life of her uncle, Walter
Mahard.
We also remember Georgia Hildreth who often worshipped
with us on Sunday mornings until her health began to fail.
Georgia died on September 3rd.
Our good friend, Corky Williams had hip surgery in September and is making a good recovery. If you would like
to send along your get well wishes, his address is:
26 Baniulis Rd Billerica, MA 01821.
We celebrate with the Simms’ family
and welcomed Kendall Jeanne Simms
to our church family in the sacrament
of baptism during worship on September 29th. Kendall is the daughter
of Michelle and Jonathan Simms.
Her godparents are Scott Poore and
Vanessa Kraus. And her big brother,
Thomas helped to get ready for her
baptism by adding water from the
Jordan River to the baptismal font!
We celebrated with the Treadwell family on
October 13th when her parents Jessica and
Adam Treadwell brought their daughter,
Caitlin Emma Treadwell to begin her journey
of faith in the sacrament of baptism. Caitlin’s godmother is Melissa Weldon and big
brother Ethan was a big helper in introducing
Caitlin to the congregation!

The promise of God’s presence and restoration
is not just for humanity but for all creation. Keep
company with the stars and planets, cattle and
sheep with this new resources for the Advent 2019
season. From the writers of the popular online
Daily Devotional, A New Earth includes a biblical
text, reflection, and prayer for each day. New for
2019: this popular resource now includes daily
readings through Epiphany. Copies will be available during coffeehour in November. Suggested
donation $3. If you are interested in subscribing to
the Daily Devotional year round, visit: www.ucc.
org/daily_devotional to sign up to enjoy these free
wonderful reflections that connect our sacred story
with the ups and downs of our own lives. It is a
great way to begin the day!
(Continued from cover)
The choice to become Open and Affirming made us more
passionate and engaged and committed and thoughtful and
truly welcoming.
It is hard to choose one moment out of so many memories
that we have made togethher, but that Sunday in 2002 –
when the congregation erupted in a standing ovation – was
my morning on the mountaintop of joy. I was so proud of
our feisty little congregation with its big dreams and even
bigger heart.
Thank you for trusting me to serve as your pastor and to
spend the last twenty years with you on your journey into a
bright and bold future.

~

Vicky

What is the Guatemala Partnership you ask?

The Guatemala Partnership is a partnership between the Needham Congregational Church and Santa Maria
Tzeja (SMT), a small K’iche’ speaking Mayan village in the remote rainforests of the northern Ixcan region
of Guatemala. The partnership is centered around solidarity and friendship, and was started in 1987 with a
handshake and a commitment that a delegation from the Needham Congregational Church would visit the
village every 6 months. We have been able to maintain that commitment and have been sending a delegation
to the village each February and August for the past 32 years. Over those years the Guatemala partnership
has fostered a number of initiatives in the village centered around helping the residents of Santa Maria Tzeja
to prosper and grow.
Currently, one of the larger initiatives that the Guatemala Partnership supports is funding tuition for students
in the village to attend middle school (Guatemala only provides free education at the primary school level).
We also support individual scholarships for students to continue on to secondary education outside the village. The partnership, however, is more than about aid and development, as it is based first and foremost on
a foundation of solidarity and friendship between the two communities. During the twice yearly delegation
trips, members of the delegation meet with various improvement committees in the village, dine each morning and evening in a different family’s home, and generally partake in the day-to-day life of the village. In
the process, learning about the joys and celebrations - as well as the challenges and struggles - faced by the
residents of the village.
In addition to the biannual delegation visits, families in the Needham Congregational Church (and the wider
Metrowest community) are connected with families in the village through the Guatemala Partnership’s partner family letter project. Through this project, partner families exchange hand delivered letters twice a year.
While the village is comprised of just 240 families, 140 of those families participate in the partner family
letter project. As a result, nearly everyone in the village has a connection to the partnership and is connected
on a personal level to a family in Needham (and beyond), with many of these partner family relationships
dating back nearly 30 years. Currently there is a waitlist of families in the village seeking a partner family to
exchange letters.
Recently the Guatemala Partnership obtained 501(c)(3) status as a tax exempt organization connected to, but
separate from, the Needham Congregational Church, and they are looking to broaden involvement and participation in the partnership in the wider Metrowest community. The next delegation of adults and high school
aged youth will be traveling to Santa Maria Tzeja in February 2020. For more information or to get involved
in this program, contact the church office at 508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org, or Jeff Clausen
(clausenj@gmail.com)

Hayes Parlor monthly Bible study
“The Challenge of Jesus” continues
November 7th @ 2:00 PM

We Shall Remain
November 13th at 7pm

In November we will begin the final segment of our monthly Bible study based on a provocative new resource developed by John Dominic Crossan called The Challenge of
Jesus. Crossan delves into the historical landscape of the
Holy Land under Roman occupation to unearth the forces
that shaped the world of Jesus. This segment will focus on
resurrection.
As post-modern people, we are keenly aware of what it
means to say something is “real.” We tend to equate “real”
with “fact.” Of course, for this to be true, we could not trust
or rely on any observation that cannot be demonstrated empirically, like a scientific laboratory experiment. When you
think about it, what we regard as “real” extends far beyond
the laboratory, and qualitative and quantitative analysis.
Just as we ask historical questions about the crucifixion, we
should also be willing to ask historical questions about the
resurrection. “What really happened?” Why did the early
followers of Jesus use the word “resurrection?” “Why
bodily resurrection?” “Is it different from resuscitation? In
what way?”
The format for the sessions are simple. No preparation is
needed. We will open with a brief Scriptural orientation
followed by a short video segment that highlights key factors in the world and message of Jesus. Conversation flows
from there! Hope you can join us in the parlor on Level
2 this fall and enjoy great company and good coffee and
fascinating dives into the world of the Bible. Just let Vicky
or the church office know if you need a ride (pastor@firstchurchnatick.org or 508-653-0971). We are glad to pick you
up with a little notice!

Another Somber Reminder
of the Toll of the Opioid Crisis

There is an essential part of American History that has
been left out of the way we tell our story. Join us for a
viewing of the first episode of an American Experience
series called ‘After the Mayflower’. This episode may
upend our two-dimensional stereotypes of American
Indians as simply ferocious warriors or peaceable lovers of the land. It tells the story of the days following
the landing of pale-skinned foreigners and of their relationship with the Wampanoag natives. As we approach
the 400th anniversary of these events, it seems to be
time to acknowledge the ugly truth of the colonization
of this land.

Environmental Action Sunday:
Let’s Compost! October 27 at noon!
On average about 40% of our waste is compostable. Join
Sybil Schlesinger of Natick Composts over a light lunch
and discover how easy it is to sign up with Black Earth
Compost for weekly home pick-up of your compostable
waste. You’ll save water down the disposal and blue bags
in the trash and turn your potato peels into soil to grow
great healthy food. The church is participating in the
Town Composting program. You’ll be surprise how much
you can compost!
Sign up in the vestry today to save your spot or contact the
church office during the week (508-653-0971 or admin@
firstchurchnatick.org

First Church Natick was honored for the second year
to host the display of purple flags commemorating
those lives lost to the opioid crisis. The display was
organized by Natick 180, SOAR Natick and
The Journey.

https://www.facebook.com/First-Congregational-Churchof-Natick-UCC-144700452240741/

New Bible Study: The Challenge of
Paul with Jonathan Guest Continues
on Sunday, October 27, November 3
and 10 at 9 AM in the parlor

Acts of the Apostles is a one of a kind book in the
New Testament. It is part of a two-volume gospel
that begins with Luke 1:1! It takes the good news
that startled the priest Zechariah in the temple of
Jerusalem at the beginning of Luke and carries that
news all the way to Caesar’s doorstep in Rome.
And who should pop up again to do the honors of
carrying the good news across the Mediterranean
but our old friend from last season’s Bible study –
the Apostle Paul.
Using the resources of a new video series by John
Dominic Crossan, a pre-eminent scholar of early
Christianity, we will explore the journeys of Paul
through the matrix of the ancient Roman world.
Each session will begin with a short video presentation followed by a dive into the way Luke tells the
story of Paul to discover what message the book of
Acts might hold for us.

Special Guest Preacher
on November 17
We welcome to our pulpit on November 17th, Dr. Donique McIntosh who is the new Racial Justice Team leader for the Southern New England conferences.

Dr. McIntrosh is a native of Cleveland, Ohio. She graduated from Fisk University and went on to earn a master’s
degree from the University of Tennessee and Vanderbilt
Divinity School, and a doctorate in social justice education at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. She
believes “that the Church is uniquely positioned to speak
and do the work of love-centered justice particularly at
this point in our nation’s history,” and though she feels the
burden of the moment, she is also excited about the “work
that we’ll do together to build a more just world.”
Dr. McIntosh has served as an associate minister at
several churches. She has trained church leaders around
the country on doing social justice ministry. Her calling to advocate for social justice has led her to colleges,
non-profits, national conferences, state legislative offices,
and the White House. Dr. McIntosh’s writing has appeared
in scholarly journals and the Huffington Post.

Building Bridges:
Portraits of Immigrants and Refugees
First Church Natick is hosting a touring exhibit
created by Family Diversity Project featuring photographs and interviews with people who have come
to the US as immigrants or refugees. This exhibit
challenges the damaging myths and stereotypes
about this often-marginalized group of people. You
can view this moving display in our sanctuary until
October 27. Pass the word to your neighbors and
friends and encourage them to take a look.

First Church Composts!
We are up and running with Black Earth Compost!
In September the Coordination Council endorsed the
plan to incorporate composting as one of our new
sustainability initiatives.

That means that not only will we be able to compost
food waste from coffeehour and church suppers but
we will be able to make the switch to compostable
plates and cups when we are not able to use washable
tableware for our events! We will also be introducing
composting to our Sunday morning faith formation
programs and to our preschool.
We also welcome compost from households that do
not have access to that option. Just bring your compost to church on Sunday and add it to the bin. We
will have counter top containers available soon! Let
us know if you are interested in receiving one.
Several generous folks have already stepped up to
sponsor a week of composting since this initiative is
not in our 2019 budget. $14 is all it costs to sponsor
a week of composting with Black Earth Compost. If
you would like to get us to 2020 and offset the expense of introducing composting in 2019, you can either send in a check to First Congregational Church, 2
East Central Street, Natick 01760 or you can give online under the “Giving” tab at www.firstchurchnatick.
org.

What’s Green and new at First
Church??

Lots has been happening during the usually quiet
months of summer to keep us on the path towards
ever greater energy efficiency. While we were enjoying record-breaking high temperatures, our heating
contractor, Jamie Oil, was busy upgrading our heating
system.
Three boilers that were more than 50 years old, have
been replaced by 4 commercial boilers that are 87%
efficient utilizing a system that pulls all the heat out
of the flue gasses before exiting. The outdated gravity feed system in the sanctuary has been upgraded
to incorporate the latest technology in air-handling,
scheduling, and circulation.
Even with the addition of much needed baseboard
heating units in the Vestry and the kitchen area, overall savings could be as great as 25% over past years’
heating costs. Also important to note is that the new
bio-fuel mix (that reduces sulfur content far below
Massachusetts standards) provided by our supplier
will be burning every bit as clean, if not cleaner than
natural gas. Thanks to these improvements made to
our heating system, First Church Natick is reaching
new milestones in our quest for Level Three recognition in the MAUCC Green Congregation Challenge!

First Church Natick at

the Climate Strike

The press did not offer much coverage on the Boston
Climate Strike on September 20th, but First Church
Natick was in the crowd. Bill and Gwyn Ramage,
Vicky and Jonathan Guest, Carolyn Cheever and Sarallyn Keller waved their posters with zeal and supported
the thousands who came out to sound the alarm that
the time is growing short to protect the earth for future
generations.

New Member Sunday is
November 17th
If you have decided that this is the right time
for you to make a commitment to membership, it would be a privilege and pleasure to
welcome you into our fellowship during our
Sunday morning worship on November 17th.
As we affirm in our by-laws, membership
matters. “Members shape the direction and
provide the leadership that empowers us as a
community and as individuals to ‘express the
love and welcome of Christ.’ We believe that
church membership provides a unique opportunity to live more fully into and to express
our faith.”
As the church moves into a time of transition,
membership becomes even more significant
because in the congregational tradition, members are the ones who choose their pastor and
help to set the direction for the future. Everyone’s opinion counts and everyone’s voice
matters, but only those who are members are
able to make the decisions that will determine
the next steps for First Church. We hope that
this is right time for you to join and become a
part of what we can become.
Vicky would welcome the chance to answer
your questions about the process. Just contact
her at pastor@firstchurchnatick.org or 508653-0971 to set up a time that works for your
schedule.

Spooktacular on the Natick
Common (for ages 3 – 9)

Saturday, October 26th: Festivities begin
@ 12:00 PM; Parade @ 2:00 PM

City Hall Plaza was full of the energy and commitment
and deep concern of young people and their supporters.
After hearing from a number of speakers, the crowd set
out for the State House. It was a powerful sight to turn
at the top of the hill and see wave after wave of streaming up to make their case to our legislators.

Join in Natick’s 19th annual “Spooktacular
Event” Halloween Party and Trick or Treat
Parade. Come dressed as your favorite character and enjoy the painting of pumpkins,
apple cider, the great pumpkin smash and the
wonderful children’s parade!
At 2:00 pm there will be two separate children’s parades winding their way through
downtown seeking candy and treats. It’s a
great time to celebrate Halloween in downtown Natick!
There is NO rain date for this event.

“Out in Front” ~ Stewardship 2020
The “Out in Front” Stewardship Campaign was launched this year by Bill Ramage. Here are some excerpts
from his Stewardship Moment during worship on October 6th:
“I have been active in First Church since joining about 4 years ago, serving as clerk to the Coordinating
Council and as Coordinator of the Finance Ministry Team. Somewhere along the way I acquired the important
sounding title of Executive Financial Officer…
Based on my designation as Executive Financial Officer, you may assume that I’m going to talk to you about
how much money we need to cover the church’s expenses, from maintaining and heating this magnificent building to paying for staff and program expenses. Well, I’m not… [Instead] as you consider the amount of your
pledge, I want to ask you to prayerfully consider what God has provided to you and your family. In my case, it
has been a grace-filled year with a wonderful and loving church that has supported my family, my church community and the larger community in Natick and beyond.
I think of the church as the body of Christ. To my mind Christ created the church to continue his ministry after
he was resurrected. So the church – this Church! – is continuing the work of Christ in Natick and the wider
community. And if you think about it, that is exactly what we do. Through worship, spiritual support to the congregation and outreach to the community.
So my “ask” as the politicians say, is for you to consider two things as you think about your pledge for 2020.
First, ponder the ways God and this church have impacted your life, and think of your pledge as a tangible way
to give back to God what She (and the church) have given to you.
And second, as you all know, Vicky is retiring at the end of November, after giving the church (and each of us)
an amazing gift of leadership in so many ways I can’t even count them. So in addition to thinking of your pledge
as a way to return to God a small portion of what God has given to you, consider your pledge as a finite, tangible way to honor Vicky, so that when we celebrate pledge Sunday on November 3rd Vicky will know that the
church’s mission will continue to be the strong, healthy and financially sound witness to God that it has become
under her leadership.”

Stewardship Sunday is November 3rd.
You are invited to our
“Out in Front” Stewardship Worship Celebration
with special Choral and Instrumental Music
and our Pledge Dedication
followed by a Coffeehour Extravaganza
with homemade goodies
from the “Out in Front” buffet!

Save the Date for a Halloween Classic!

Silent Movie Night with
Rob Humphreville

October 26th at 7 PM in the sanctuary

Join us for Vicky’s final “Lunch Bunch”
Friday, November 15th at 12:30 PM

Hope you can join us in the vestry on Friday, November 15th at 12:30 PM because the Lunch Bunch crew
has always had a special place in Vicky’s heart. November 24th will be her final Sunday leading worship
as pastor of First Church Natick and it is sure to be
a busy day. So this last Lunch Bunch with Vicky is
offers a chance just to talk and enjoy so many of the
good memories of the last 20 years.
Everybody is always welcome at “Lunch Bunch!”
Bring along a brown bag lunch and your appetite.
We’ll have cold drinks and hot coffee and goodies to
share!
If you are free at lunchtime, give us a try! Or if you
are passing through downtown around noon, just stop
in and say hello, even if you can’t linger. It will be
great to see you and check in on what’s happening
with you! If you need transportation, just give the
office a call (508- 653-0971). We would be pleased to
pick you up!

Join us in the sanctuary for some superb Halloween fun
when the amazing Rob Humphreville improvises the
soundtrack on our grand piano to one of the greatest silent
movies ever made.
The plot: Lon Chaney is and remains the one and only
Phantom of the Opera. Deep down the catacombs of the
Parisian Opera building, the phantom reigns in forgotten
dungeons and underground lakes. Rupert Julian’s classic
silent has got everything! Come and discover the chills
and thrill and secrets of the Phantom of the Opera. A free
will donation is suggested to offset expenses. A reception
will follow in the vestry!

Take a moment to review your
Quarterly Giving Statement
We hope you received your quarterly giving statement and that you will take a moment to review it.
Quarterly statements are prepared for all those who
make a pledge during our annual Stewardship Campaign. In addition, annual statements are sent to all
contributors at year’s end for your tax purposes.

It is simple to receive annual statements if you do
not currently and you would like to receive them for
Our next Family Promise host week
your
records. You do not need to make a pledge. You
begins October 27th
simply need to identify the gift — either by contributing with a check or requesting offering envelopes or
Our congregation will be hosting Family Promise
placing cash in the generic giving envelopes that are
guests during the week of October 27 - November 3.
If you are already a trained FPM volunteer and would available at the entries to the sanctuary. Please be sure
like to sign up, please visit http://cerv.is/m?0002x393. to note your name on these envelopes so that we can
credit your contribution to your account! If you have
If you are new to Family Promise and would like
questions, just contact the church office and we will
more information or to learn about the upcoming
find the answer.
training dates, please contact Chris Gentry
(jcmsgentry@gmail.com).

The Natick Community-Senior Center is offering the following opportunities this fall!
COMFORTABLE AT HOME ~ Thursday, October 24 @ 2 PM, Free
Deciding whether to downsize or remain at home can be stressful. With years of professional experience, Barbara Little,
Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES), of Engel & Völkers Real Estate; Albert Feldman of Home Again Transitions; and
Jessica Maxwell PT, DPT, PhD of Keeping House we will share how you find the best possible solution for you and your
family. Refreshments served.
A TALK WITH HARVEY LEONARD-WEATHER FORECASTING- PAST AND FUTURE
~ Monday, October 28 @ 1:30 PM, Free
Join WCVB’s award-winning Chief Meteorologist, Harvey Leonard, speak about how weather forecasting and weather
presentations have changed through the decades, and how it will further change in the future. There will be time allowed
for Q & A.
A TALK WITH DAN KENNEDY, LITTLE PEOPLE: LEARNING TO SEE THE WORLD THROUGH MY DAUGHTER’S
EYES ~ Thursday ~ November 7 @ 2 PM, Free
Join Dan Kennedy, author and panelist on WGBH’s Beat the Press speaking about his personal experiences and book,
Little People: Learning to See the World Through My Daughter’s Eyes. Dan will leave time for Q & A and Dan Kennedy’s
books will be available for purchase.
Strengthening our community with PRIDE ~ Saturday, Nov 23 from 10:00-11:30 am.
Join us for Coffee & Conversation LGBTQ and Allies will explore topics of interest - creating inclusivity and respect of
our diverse community in and around Natick. Your energy, ideas and stories create our community - please share them
with us.
FALL LEAF RAKING: Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers are needed for our annual fall leaf raking event in November. This event is designed to help Natick seniors
who are no longer able to rake the leaves in their yards during the fall. We are looking for individual volunteers and
groups of volunteers to help us rake as many yards as possible on weekends starting this November. If interested in volunteering for this great community service opportunity, please go to www.myvolunteerpage.com search for Natick and
then select leaf raking as your interest to complete the application. If you have any questions, please contact Frank at
508-647-6540 x1904 or email flam@natickma.org

An average election in the United States has around 60% of the eligible voting
population turning out at the polls. There are a variety of reasons why people
don’t get out and vote: their job schedule does not allow it, they are away and
didn’t apply for an absentee ballot, disillusionment with the political atmosphere,
among others. With the rise in popularity of suppressive voting legislation, we
may see an even lower turnout than normal in this election. What can we do to
get out the vote?
● Tell your neighbors - Remind your friends, neighbors, family members, and congregations to vote. Let them know
that voting is one of the best ways to make our voices heard. If the political system is not what they’d like it to be, they
can change it through voting. Remind them that elections involve voting far more than the presidency - important local
issues are also at stake.
● Know your laws - With the rise of restrictive voting legislation, people may not vote because they aren’t sure what
identification they will need at the polls, or they feel it will be too much of a hassle. Visit http://866ourvote.org to find out
the requirement for registering, early voting and more.
● Teach your kids - The largest block of eligible voters who don’t turn out at the polls are young people. Start talking to
your children (and nieces, nephews, friends’ children, and grandchildren) about voting. Explain to them why you believe
it’s important to vote, and get their ideas on why some people may not vote. Let your children know that their political
opinions and their vote matters so future generations will turn out at the polls.
● Spread the word about Election Protection Resources - The national, nonpartisan Election Protection coalition of
which the United Church of Christ is a member, was formed to ensure that all voters have an equal opportunity to participate in the political process. Made up of more than 100 local, state and national partners, Election Protection works
year-round to advance and defend the right to vote. Check out our brochure “Being a Civil Voice in Uncivil Times at
www.firstchurchnatick.org.

It’s that time again for the three wise guys and their friends to celebrate
the Reason for the Season
Our Living Crèche has become a town event! Families in the area
come back year after year and say that their kids couldn’t wait! It’s
fun, it’s easy. In thirty minutes and a costume change, you can be the
Word made flesh!
The crèche runs from 3:30 to 4:30 PM on December 1st. You may
sign up for a shift any Sunday during coffeehour, or contact the church
office and let us know whether you prefer 3:30 or 4:00 PM. We have
costumes — all we need are a few good sports to brave the chill. In
thirty minutes, you are sure to get into the Christmas spirit!
And… you don’t want to miss the brass ensemble from Strike Up the
Band and Victorian Carolers on the front steps, adding many festive
notes to our great Advent tradition of the Living Nativity.

The First Church Players Present

How the
Grinch
Found
Christ in
Christmash

Have you always wanted to be a Who? Of course you have! Well, here is your chance!
We all know the story of the grinch - The First Church children will present the Christmas Pageant “How the Grinch Found Christ in Christmas” on December 8th during the
worship service. This story has a different twist than the classic you may be familiar
with. We are looking for children to play all of the parts as well as some adult support
roles, like costumes and set design as well as the narrator. We will also need some
extra hands after the show to transition the sanctuary back to the set for the Victorian
Christmas later in the day. There will be a rehearsal on Saturday, December 7 at 10-12.
Contact Sarallyn to sign up (sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org or 508-740-3134)

Season of Creation 2019
This fall we celebrated a Season of Creation with the
intricate web of life reflected in wonderful mobiles created
by Sarallyn Keller linking the ocean to the forest.
Floating in the ribbons of blue are Pacific salmon who make
the journey to spawn at the end of their lives back to the
place when they hatched. Descending from the ribbons
are green triangles of the forest fed by salmon carried into
the woods by wildlife where it decays and returns nutrients from the faraway ocean to fed the trees. Sitka spruce
can reach maturity in 86 years with the help of the salmon.
Without the salmon, it takes 300 years. And resting on the
leaves of the forest are the birds and bugs who keep nature
in balance. Dam the river and decrease the salmon run and
the whole web begins to unravel.
Through Scripture and nature this fall we marveled at the
gossamer threads that weave the web of life together and
considered our role in preserving it.

A Night with Natick Neighbors Compost

Tuesday, November 12 from 7 to 8:30 PM at the Morse Institute Library

Natick Neighbors Compost are excited to host its first social gathering. Justin Sandler, a founding owner
of Black Earth Compost, will be leading a short talk on his vision for curbside composting, and you can learn
more what happens to your leftovers. We will have a table of activities for children and light refreshments for
everyone. Please invite your friends and neighbors to help us spread the word and expand curbside composting
in our community!

Natick Day 2019
Who could predict what would happen when the rain washed out Saturday, September 7 and the town rescheduled Natick
Day for Sunday afternoon? Would groups be able to rearrange their volunteers? Would Natick Day be a success or a
fizzle? The day couldn’t have been more fine to spend outdoors with friends and neighbors on and around the Common.
And Natick Day at First Church was fantastic. Competition for the ball toss was steady. The church bell was ringing all
afternoon. We distributed dozens of rainbow flags. And the baby animals were adorable. Shout out to the amazing Welcome Team who took the date change in stride and the super volunteers who pitched in at the last minute. It was a fine
Sunday to be downtown – both morning and afternoon!

Jessie’s Messy Mind:

A Crazy Solo Show that Makes a Mental Difference
Workshop – November 6, 7-9 PM
Performance and Q & A – Friday and Saturday,
November 8 & 9, 7-10 PM
Admission is free but donations are happily accepted!
Jessie’s Messy Mind is a riveting glimpse inside the life and
mind of the extraordinary actress, writer, activist and bipolar
schizophrenic, Jessie Knowles. Jessie has created a world on
stage that shows what it is like to occupy her own fascinating
mind. A mind that constantly bounces from one thing to the
next. A mind that loves passionately, deeply and with great
risk to itself. A mind that self-destructs, then putts along
seemingly untarnished for long periods to all those around it
before it spins out of control once more.
Hers is an artist’s soul and mind, and along with that comes
a good deal of texture. Slightly odd, in the best possible way,
slightly out of rhythm with most, slightly angelic in the real
sense, the historical sense, when angels where the strangers
amongst us and a direct connection to the divine.
Jessie is supremely gifted. She writes songs and sings them to us, punctuating the performance with wit, insight and heartbreak. Hers is a path much less travelled and it is that unique and sometimes painful path that
gives her talent a deep reason and an ability to touch an audience in the way a child can, without fear, without the constraints of what we are told is civil. It is heartfelt and true, honest and brave. For more info: www.
MessyMindShow.com and www.FirstChurchNatick.org.

You Are Not Alone: Coping with Grief, Loss and Depression During the Holidays
Tuesday, November 19 @ 7PM with Melissa Kennedy Panto

The holidays can be a stressful time of year under usual circumstances. But when you are managing grief or loss or emptiness, holiday memories and traditions can be particularly overwhelming. It can also be challenging to know what to do
or say when a friend or family member is struggling to cope with the holidays. Discover strategies from Melissa Kennedy
Panto, the Program Director at Jeff’s Place to help you or a loved one recognize that you are not alone.
Melissa received her master’s degree at Lesley University and is a licensed mental health counselor and registered art
therapist. She coordinates and implements all programming activities at Jeff’s Place, which provides comprehensive bereavement support services for both children aged 3-19 and their families.
She has spent her professional career working with children, teens and adults, both individually and in groups, who have
experienced trauma. She uses art as a healing tool for others to explore, express, and empower.

Prayer Shawl Sunday ~ November 10

We lost count a long time ago of
the number of prayer shawls that
have gone out – some all around
the globe to make God’s love
and comfort and healing power
real and believable and tangible
to those who seeking healing or
who are facing uncertainty or loss
or anything else that leaves them
feeling disconnected from the
web of care. An amazing group
of crafters keeps ahead of the
demand with prayer shawls and
blankets in a variety of colors and
styles. We will celebrate this ministry of connection and care and compassion on November 10th when we will bless shawls ready
for distribution during morning worship.
If you would like more information about getting involved with our prayer shawl outreach, contact
the church office (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org). No meetings are required though
you are welcome to join in our monthly Prayer Shawl Circle. Contact the church office for more
info (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org). Instructions and lessons are available if you
are looking for some help getting started. We can even supply yarn!

Pub Theology
Wednesday, October 23 @ 7:30 PM

Before you speak of peace, you must first have it in your heart. —St. Francis of Assisi
In the topsy-turvy polarized world in which we find ourselves these day, we plan to change the energy and explore the
topic of “Non-Violence.” Richard Rohr writes, “Much of Christianity seems to have forgotten Jesus’ teachings on nonviolence. We’ve relegated visions of a peaceful kingdom to a far distant heaven, hardly believing Jesus could have meant
we should turn the other cheek here and now (Matthew 5:39). It took Mohandas Gandhi (1869–1948), a Hindu, to help
us apply Jesus’ peace-making in very practical ways. It took Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929–1968), drawing from Gandhi’s work, to bring nonviolence to the forefront of American consciousness in the 1960s.”

What does non-violence mean in our current context? Is it practical?
Is it possible? What does it take to first find peace in your heart?
Join the conversation at the Morse Tavern on Wednesday, October 23 at 7:30 PM. The format is simple – beer or non-alcoholic beverages, some munchies, a great group of interesting people and the spotlight is on God. Everything is up for
discussion! Pub Theology is an excellent evening out. If you are planning on joining the conversation, please give the
church office a call (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org) or sign up in the vestry during coffeehour so that we
can reserve a place at the table for you.

Join us for “Victorian Christmas”
at First Congregational Church in Natick!
Sunday, December 8th and 15th @ 4:00 PM

This December we will again turn back the clock to the year 1875 as a special holiday present to our
MetroWest community. In 1875 our beautiful church building was brand new, and across the ocean, it was
the reign of Queen Victoria. The influence of her reign brought to Natick many of the traditional elements of
our Christmas season - Christmas trees and cards and carols, wreaths and ribbons and candles.
On Sunday evenings, December 8th and 15th, we hope you will help us recreate the beauty and joy and
warmth of the holiday season the way it used to be. We are looking for people who can dress up in Victorian
apparel and join us in a candlelit sanctuary, hung with garland and decorated with lighted trees to enjoy 45
minutes of favorite music and Christmas readings. There will be carols sung to the sound of the same triumphant organ pipes that would have filled the space over 140 years ago.
No lines to learn, minimal rehearsal on a Sunday morning
in December after worship and the Welcome Team is pleased
to help you out with costuming ideas and apparel! It really is
great fun and an excellent way to savor the Christmas season.

Step out of the hustle and bustle and experience
again the beauty and joy and warmth of the holiday
season the way it used to be.

OPT UP to 100% GREEN Electricity!

Natick’s Electricity Aggregation Program is a town-vetted alternative to Eversource’s Basic Service and to other
electricity offers in the marketplace. Through aggregation, Natick uses the bulk purchasing power of the community
to negotiate a contract with an electricity supplier on behalf of residents and businesses. More than 140 communities
in Massachusetts are already engaged in electricity aggregation.
Electricity aggregation replaces your electricity supplier, and it impacts the supply portion of your Eversource
electric bill. But electricity aggregation does not replace Eversource as your electric utility.
If you OPT UP to 100% Green, you will purchase renewable electricity to match 100% of your electricity use, all
from renewable energy projects in New England. Choosing this option means that every time you pay your electric
bill, you will make a strong investment in:
• Reducing Natick’s greenhouse gas emissions by increasing the amount of renewable energy used to generate
electricity. Electricity generated from renewable sources, such as the sun and wind, does not create the greenhouse
gases that cause climate change and does not pollute the air.
• Encouraging the development of additional local renewable energy projects by creating additional demand for the
electricity generated by those projects.
• Supporting local businesses and local jobs by buying electricity from New England-based projects.
The cost for 100% Green is just a couple of pennies per kWh more than the price of the fossil fuel reliant alternative.
To learn how you can OPT UP to 100% GREEN, visit natickma.gov/electricity today!

Opting up is easier than ever! You can sign up in the
vestry during coffeehour and Direct Energy will follow
up with a phone call to confirm your choice of 100%
Green Electricity.

Buy a homemade pie for Thanksgiving from
the West Virginia Workcampers & help the
underprivileged in Appalachia
and our neighbors in Natick, too!
Place your order by Sunday, November 17th!
Pies may be delivered to you (in Natick only) or picked up in the
church kitchen on Wednesday, November 27th
(1 – 3 PM & 5 – 8 PM).
Please complete this order form and place it in the offering plate or
mail to the church office (2 E. Central St., Natick).
*** Please make checks payable to “WV Workcamp” ***
Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
I want to order (a) 9” pie(s) for my family:
___ pumpkin: $10
___ apple: $12

___ pecan: $15

___ I wish to have my order delivered (Natick residents only).
___ I want to donate (a) 9” pie(s) to the Natick Service
Council Thanksgiving Basket Project.
__ pumpkin: $10 ___ apple: $12 ___ pecan: $15

First Congregational Church of Natick
2 East Central Street
Natick, Massachusetts 01760

Join in our
Thanksgiving Ingathering
Sunday, November 17th!
Thanks to your regular donations and donations from others in
our community, the Natick Food Pantry is able to help keep food
on the table for those in our town for whom a job loss or a health
crisis or a car breakdown or a heating bill has forced them to cut
back on groceries. And during the holidays, the Natick Service
Council reaches out to provide more than just the essentials. This
year the Natick Service Council will again distribute more than 150
Thanksgiving baskets to local families in need.
Again this year, we will focus our energy for Thanksgiving on
gathering the perishable and other items NSC needs for the baskets
that make the Thanksgiving meal feel like a bounty of God’s
goodness!
Please look through the list below of the perishable and other items
that the Service Council needs for the Thanksgiving baskets, and on
November 18th, bring whatever you can contribute to worship for our
Thanksgiving Ingathering.
• Potatoes
• Onions

• Squash
• Stuffing mix

• Canned cranberry sauce
• Turkey gravy in jar
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